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hensive scheme foi London was adopted. St Thomas's and
St. Bartholomew's Hospitals were to relieve the sick and impotent,
Christ's Hospital was founded for fatherless children, and in 1557
the palace of Bridewell was turned over to the City as a place
where sturdy vagabonds were put to work and poor children
taught a craft. The organization of Bridewell was not so much
like a gaol as is the modern workhouse. The inmates were paid
for their work and from this wage paid for their board and
lodging. They worked at all kinds of handicraft, the material

being supplied by the city
members) of the trade, who
paid for the labour. The
goods so made, therefore,
did not compete on the? open
market with the product of
ordinary labour, and so
biing down the general price.
Finally, Kcthlehem Hospital
took charge of the insane,

All  these1  schemes  were
only   partially   successful.
Then* was a difficulty in
A BfcGGAK                     raising funds.    People ob-

jected to compulsory taxa-
tion for the purpose. Worst1 than this, however, London and
other towns, such as Norwich, which took the matter seriously
in hand, became the Mecca of all the destitute of the, countryside.
Obviously if the thing was to be done at all it must be done
everywhere.

During the early period the government had not been alto-
gether idle. In 1528 Wolsey ordered the clothiers to go on
manufacturing, even though the action of the, government had
closed the Flemish markets, but the result was a speedy modifica-
tion of our foreign policy. In 1527, during a time of scarcity,
a Commission was appointed to prevent engrossing of corn, and
at other times prices were regulated, In 1531 Parliament

